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The Franklin Institute Tops-Out 
the Nicholas and Athena Karabots Pavilion 


Skanska USA reaches structural milestone in the multi-million dollar 
expansion at The Franklin Institute 


Philadelphia — May 17, 2013 — A significant milestone in the construction of the Nicholas and Athena 
Karabots Pavilion was celebrated today as the final beam was hoisted atop the new expansion—the first for 
The Franklin Institute in more than 20 years. Staff, volunteers, and leaders of The Franklin Institute, along 
with Skanska USA’s project team and construction crew signed the beam, which was adorned with an 
evergreen tree, a Franklinia tree and an American flag. The placement of the final steel beam celebrates the 
project’s structural completion, a major construction milestone. 


Set to open in June 2014, the Nicholas and Athena Karabots Pavilion is a 53,000-square-foot addition to the 
south side of The Franklin Institute. It will include an education and conference center, the Frank Baldino, Jr. 
Gallery housing a permanent exhibition entitled Your Brain presented by Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc., and 
a special exhibition gallery for limited engagements. The exterior of the building will incorporate decidedly 
modern features, such as extensive landscaping that mitigates stormwater drainage and a dramatic stainless 
steel kinetic “shimmer wall” by renowned artist Ned Kahn that moves with the wind and reflects the sky. 
Underneath the shimmer wall, a new terrace will be constructed with seating and rain gardens. 


“We are extremely grateful to Nicholas and Athena Karabots and all of our many supporters who have been 
instrumental in allowing us to achieve this milestone,” states Dennis M. Wint, President and CEO of The 

Franklin Institute. “Looking up at this structure, I see so many new and exciting possibilities through which 
we can continue to inspire a great passion for science learning, and today we are even closer to that reality.” 


“This milestone is significant for Skanska as we inch closer to creating a state-of-the-art facility for one of 
Philadelphia’s most iconic institutions,” said Ed Szwarc, general manager and executive vice president of 
Skanska’s Delaware and Pennsylvania offices. “Skanska has a long track record for success in museum 
construction, and we look forward to completing this expansion project with The Franklin Institute to provide 
the Philadelphia community with a facility that allows for more opportunities to positively engage with science 
and technology.” 


The building contains nearly 449 tons of structural steel. As part of its commitment to green and sustainable 
building, the Skanska construction team is building the Nicholas and Athena Karabots Pavilion to LEED 
Silver standards, and has recycled more than 97 percent of the waste removed from the site. In addition to the 
construction of the Pavilion, Skanska has also relocated the parking garage exit to the south elevation of the 
Mandell Center, which moves it away from the Pavilion’s building footprint. The building’s chilled water and 
condensing water systems are also being revamped during the project by replacing chillers, cooling towers, and 
associated pumps. 


The Nicholas and Athena Karabots Pavilion project is 45 percent complete, and is on schedule for 
construction completion in December 2013. Installation of the Your Brain exhibition will begin in November, 


upon the completion of the Pavilion’s second floor. To date, the team from Skanska has logged more than 
40,000 work hours to the building’s construction. The architect is SaylorGregg Architects from Philadelphia. 


NOTE TO EDITORS: Ceremony photos available at: 
http://www. flickr.com/photos/thefranklin/sets/72157633503317353/ 





About Skanska USA 

Skanska USA is one of the largest, most financially sound construction and development networks in the 
country, serving a broad range of industries including healthcare, education, sports, data centers, government, 
aviation, transportation, power, energy, water/wastewater and commercial. Headquartered in New York with 
39 offices across the country, Skanska USA employs more than 8,300 employees committed to sustainable 
construction and development and an injury-free workplace. Skanska USA Building, which specializes in 
building construction, and Skanska USA Civil, which focuses on civil infrastructure, generated $5.8 billion in 
revenue in 2012, representing 30 percent of Skanska’s global construction revenue. Development units 
Skanska USA Commercial Development, which invests in and develops office and multi-family projects in 
select U.S. markets, and Skanska Infrastructure Development North America, which develops public-private 
partnerships, are both leaders in their selected markets. Global revenue of parent company Skanska AB, 
headquartered in Stockholm and listed on the Stockholm Stock Exchange, totaled $19.5 billion in 2012. 


The Franklin Institute 

Located in the heart of Philadelphia, The Franklin Institute is a renowned and innovative leader in the field of 
science and technology learning. Pennsylvania’s most visited museum, it is dedicated to creating a passion for 
learning about science by offering access to hands-on science education. Since 2001, the museum has launched 
or refurbished every major exhibition in the building. Considered one of the great science centers in the nation 
and the world, The Franklin Institute is known for blockbuster exhibits, one-of-a-kind theatrical experiences, 
and cutting-edge community learning with national influence. All are aimed at explaining science in ways that 
impact people’s lives. For more information, visit www.fi.edu . 


